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ADA 19TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
July 2, 2009 by cpehrson

On July 26, 2009, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) celebrates its 19th anniversary. This law has greatly impacted the lives of over 54
million Americans living with physical or mental impairments that substantially limit their daily activities over the past two decades. The ADA
was the world's first comprehensive declaration of equality for people with disabilities.It has changed the way that Americans think about
and treat those with disabilities.
At the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act on July 26, 1990, President George Bush stated, “Three weeks ago we celebrated our
nation's Independence Day. Today we're here to rejoice in and celebrate another ``independence day,'' one that is long overdue. With
today's signing of the landmark Americans for Disabilities Act, every man, woman, and child with a disability can now pass through once‑
closed doors into a bright new era of equality, independence, and freedom.” (Remarks of President George Bush at the Signing of the
Americans with Disabilities Act)
In recognition of the upcoming anniversary of the ADA, President Barack Obama has stated: “... We must build a world free of unnecessary
barriers, stereotypes, and discrimination. Policies must be developed, attitudes must be shaped, and buildings and organizations must be
designed to ensure that everyone has a chance to get the education they need and live independently as full citizens in their communities. ”
(President Barack Obama, April 11, 2008)
The Southwest Disability and Business Technical Assistance Center (DBTAC), an affiliated program of the CPD, has recentlyannounced their
publication of The Disability Law Handbook, a 50‑page guide that answers questions about the ADA, the ADA Amendments Act, the
Rehabilitation Act, and other disability related laws.
You are invited to join with thousands throughout the United States who will observe July 26th as a national ADA Awareness Day. Watch
foryour local community ADA Anniversary celebrations.

